Here's some that I use:  

1
Research a decade

2
Your Dream Car

3
Current Issues

4
Historical Figures

5
Dream House
I'm just wrapping up a spur-of-the-moment project on Identity Theft.  I

divided my classes into 4-5 groups and gave them each a specific question

regarding identity theft.  They then had to research the information,

prepare a presentation, and present it to the class.  I divided them into

groups and designated a team leader. They had to decide who was going to

make the presentation.  I've had two classes finish and they did a pretty

good job.  Here's what I asked them to research:

1--Intro to Identity Theft; statistics and specific stories

2--Common scams and frauds

3--How can your identity be stolen and what can you do to prevent it

4--What do you do if you suspect you are a victim

5--What do you do to get your identity back.

www.educationworld.com/a_tech/techlp/techlp045.shtml has a PowerPoint

project entitled:  An Attitude of Gratitude:  A PowerPoint About Being

Thankful.  I'm going to try it with my 8th graders next week.  Cindy

Buddenberg, CSMS
Here is one I got from http://www.arkansasteachersandtechnology.com/
I have the students research a period in history where they have to find

info. on living conditions, foods, clothing, medical, etc.

Also, I have the construct a "fractured fairy tale" and present it thru

PP.  Also, I have used a famous person....no sports figures unless they

are like, Lou Gehrig, or Babe Ruth...have them research their life. They

come up with some great info. on historical figures.

I need some good ideas too.  My kids love doing projects.  I need one more

for them to do.  We already did one called "All About Me."  They had to do

10 slides and had to have at least one animation, one piece of clip art,

one slide transition and one sound.  They listed information about their

family, hobbies and interests and favorite things.  Some brought pictures

and loaded them into the presentation also.  They turned out really good.

Let me know if you get any good ideas.  Thanks!

Create-A-Holiday

You are to create your own holiday.  The holiday must not already be known or celebrated.  You are to create a PowerPoint presentation to let others know about your holiday.  Your slides MUST include information on, but not limited to:

· purpose of the holiday; what day is it celebrated?

· how your holiday is celebrated; is there a theme for the holiday?

· does your holiday have certain colors, decorations, food that represent the holiday (ex: red and green represent Christmas, orange and black represents Halloween, turkey represents Thanksgiving etc.)?

· is gift-giving involved?  (if gift-giving is not involved, do not include it)

· what symbol would represent the holiday? (example: Santa represents Christmas; pumpkins and goblins represent Halloween, etc.)

· Is it an international holiday or is it a United State holiday only?

The presentation MUST include:

· title slide with the holiday name (using WordArt) and the holiday symbol visible

· a minimum of 6 additional slides

· conclusion slide with your name as the designer

· a minimum of 3 different transitions

· a minimum of 3 different backgrounds

· a minimum of 3 different text animations

· bullets used on a minimum of 1 slide

· printed copy with 3 slides per sheet

· saved to your U:drive as:  holiday presentation
Your grade will be determined using a rubric that includes the above information and it will also be based on:

· originality

· neatness and overall eye-appeal

· spelling/grammar

Bonus Points:

· Create a greeting card for your holiday

Name _______________________
Presentation Unit


Create-A-Holiday Assignment
Rubric

	Objective
	Pts. Possible
	Pts. Earned

	Holiday created is not a known celebrated holiday
	2
	

	Purpose of the holiday listed
	2
	

	Day celebrated listed
	2
	

	How holiday celebrated listed
	2
	

	Colors and/or food of the holiday listed
	2
	

	Symbol(s) of the holiday listed
	2
	

	U.S. Holiday or an International Day specified 
	2
	

	Correct slide layout used for title slide
	2
	

	Title slide used: WordArt & holiday symbol
	4
	

	Used a minimum of 6 slides
	6
	

	Conclusion slide listed name of designer
	2
	

	Used a minimum of 3 different transitions
	3
	

	Used a minimum of 3 different backgrounds 
	3
	

	Used a minimum of 3 different text animations
	3
	

	Bullets used on a minimum of 1 slide
	2
	

	All pages were printed 3 slides per page.
	3
	

	Filed saved as:  holiday presentation
	2
	

	Slides show originality in design
	5
	

	Text and graphics were nearly arranged on slide
	5
	

	There were no spelling/grammar errors on slides
	5
	

	Text and background blended well together
	5
	

	Presentation was in logical order
	5
	

	Slides Printed
	5
	

	TOTAL POINTS
	74
	

	BONUS:  Greeting Card created - no errors found; neat  and original
	+5
	

	TOTAL POINTS EARNED
	74
	


have been thinking and researching the topic of "Famous Arkansans" as a

topic for PPT presentations. There are quite a few famous people from

Arkansas. The students could get information and pictures off the

Internet.
Cindy,

I have attached an instruction sheet that I give to my 8th graders for

creating a PowerPoint using articles found on the Microsoft site. Last

year I even gave topics such as "How do I protect my computer against

spyware?" and "How can a student use the computer for homework?". Then

they would have to locate the article that answered their question. then I

had them present their PowerPoint to the class, and it was all very good

and educational information. If you assign them a topic, then everyone

doesn't do the same one. Most of the ones I used were under "Getting More

Done" or "STay in Touch". I stayed away from the crafty ones but tried to

get ones with information that would educate the class.
Some of the things we have done in the past are of

course things you have already thought of but here

goes--

career slides that include specific things they can

get from the internet

college slides that explain the reasons to go to a

particular college.  One teacher who did this required

that it be in-state, but you might want to leave it

open.  Include such things as admissions requirements,

degrees offered, size of student body, faculty/student

ratio, cost, scholarships, etc.

Travel destinations.  Include things such as small map

of the destination, major industries, major languages

spoken, religions, climate, sights to see, population,

etc.  I am having my 9th and 10th word processing

students do a travel brochure.  My plans are to have

them pick the destination based on their first or last

initial.  Sue Baker could pick somewhere with an S or

a B.  This may not work for each student, but I plan

to have them use the internet for a list of places. 

They may have to pick a region or a city if there are

no countries that start with that letter.  I am not

sure how this will work out, but it is something I

wrote for a multi-culture unit.

The ever popular "about me" slide show.  The only

problem with this is that some students do not want to

talk about their family.  Some of the family units are

pretty scary.

