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Lesson IV.
How Computers Store Information

A.
Is a computer more like a phone or an answering machine?  Explain

B.
Before processing data, a computer must be able to ______________ it.

C. Watch the Video for this lesson--on the right side of your screen, choose Windows Media, High Speed, Watch Video (you’ll need the headphones) Now--Which type memory fits the descriptions: RAM or ROM memory? Place an O for ROM or an A for RAM in the blank space.
Permanent programs:  R  M
Windows—operating system:  R  M
Data will be lost if power is turned off:  R  M

Stores the data and programs you currently have running:  R  M

For long term storage:  R  M

Temporary storage:  R  M

D. Which is the main storage drive of a computer? ____________________

IV. Activity 1:  Computers Need to Remember, Too
Complete the activity and fill out the chart according to your findings:

	Activity
	Brain
	RAM
	ROM

	Lead Guitar riff
	YES
	
	

	The rain in Spain falls mostly on the plain
	
	
	NO

	How it feels to play with a puppy
	
	NO
	

	Photo of a sunset
	
	
	

	576+342=?
	
	
	


IV. Activity 2: Different Kinds of Storage Media 
Complete the activity and fill out the chart according to how much can be stored on each type media

	
	Printed pages
	Books
	Floppy disk

	Floppy disk
	
	
	

	CD-ROM
	
	500
	

	DVD
	
	
	

	80 GB hard drive
	
	
	55,555


Lesson V.
How Computers Process Information

A.
Watch the video on processing, and explain how processing changed in relationship to switches in . . .

50’s


60’s


70’s


The first computer on a chip was used in what devise?

B.
How do Microprocessors allow multitasking?

