Dona,
        My Drama I students produce the talent show. They do the auditions. We send out flyers and applications to all the schools; the applications have to be turned in by a specific time.  The students develop a schedule and send the applicants a confirmation note. We have auditions in my room several afternoons and evenings for about two weeks. The students judge the acts using a rubric. We score the rubrics and arrange the applications from highest to lowest. We discuss the top 15+ acts and determine which ones we want in the show. We then send out notes to all those who auditioned. Those who made the show have to pay an entrance fee by a specified time.  All entrance fee money is used for prizes.
        We get our judges from the community.  Ideally, they have no relationship to the school or any of the contestants, and they have some connection to the arts. We have had musicians from Memphis, people who work for the local theaters, artists, art instructors, choir directors, etc. We also attempt to have diversity in gender and race. We buy gift baskets as thank you's for the judges.
        We canvas the community for prizes.  We usually get a variety of gift prizes and cash from local business, banks, and sometimes from individuals. With the entrance fees, we usually give $100 for Best of Show, $50 plus gifts for 1st place in each division (usually vocal, dance, band, misc.), $25 and gifts for 2nd place in each division, and gifts for 3rd place in each division.
        As far as lyrics and dancing.....whoo!  that's been a big problem for us.  Almost every year I have been questioned after the fact about lyrics, dance movements, costumes, etc.  I use my own judgement about what will be acceptable, but it's hard to make everyone happy. I think it depends on your community.  I have asked students to change things in the past because I was afraid someone would be offended. The last two years we haven't had a complaint, thank goodness.  
        Let me know if there is anything else I can do for you.  Good luck as well. Talent shows are great entertainment and good experience for those involved, but they are a great deal of work as well.


Connie Steele
MHS Speech & Drama

______________________________________

We hold our pageant during the school day.  We charge $3.00 for adults and $2.00 for students.  I require all acts to perform an audition to make sure it is appropriate.  We have had some try to do some provocative dance moves.  Watch out for lyrics.  Be sure you get judges that are used to dealing with talent.  Get at the very least 3.  Try to get a variety of specialty areas in judges.  You don't want three judges that specialize in dance, or three that specialize in piano. It is best to get one that is familiar in dance, one in vocal, etc.  I will send you a copy of the spreadsheet I use to tabulate scores.  I have found it is a life saver.  You can change the category titles as needed. I have someone else do the sound system.  Vocals and dancers have CD's, cassettes, for their background music.  You will probably have to deal with bands.  We proved a piano or keyboard for piano recitals.  I type up a script for the announcers.  For example, Jane Doe is contestant number one.  Jane will be performing a dance routine to "Here."  We decorate our gym for this event.  It is a lot of work.  My hardest job is getting good judges.  Good Luck and let me know if you need anything else.

Debbie Kiestler
Business Education Instructor/FBLA Advisor
5201 West Kingshighway
Paragould, AR 72450
Phone 870-236-6113

______________________________________

We had one this year and it was a great success!  We only had a show, not a contest, so the students didn't feel as much pressure.  They let us have it during the school day (one whole afternoon).  The students paid $1 and all of the money went to the Arkansas Children's Hospital.

One great thing about it was that both students and faculty were involved.  On the downside, though, we had quite a few 7th & 8th grade girls lipsincing to Hanna Montana songs. ;)

Good Luck!

______________________________________

Dona:
Our school has a talent show every year.
I have been the sponsor several times.
We ask students to submit their talent application, name of song or dance, do not allow lip-sinc, and then have auditions.  Not all talent makes the show.
We plan a show for about 50 minutes.  This allows for about 8 GOOD acts. We have a student MC, usually have 2-3 live bands, use CDs with no vocals for the music and usually invite the Jr. High ($1) a shot to attend.  We collect $1 for students at the high school.  Makes us about $600-700 a year.

We do not allow certain dance moves and our principal will pull an act in the middle of the show if it gets out of hand.  Our students understand they can lose the show for next year if they act up. 

We have a local sound man come in most of the time for free.  He mentioned wanting payed one year and we just did the sound ourselves.  We have church talent as well as band talent that can work the sound.  I have worked sound several times. The teachers help.  We set the stage in the gym, have spot lights, darken the room and the kids have a great time.

More questions?  Just drop me a line.

fh

______________________________________

      Dona
      Our Student Council has one.  I get three local judges.  It is at night and we charge $3 per student; $4 for adults.  I pay the judges $75 each.  The judges normally come up with their own rating system, but I have judges procedures if you can send me your fax.
      Paula
       
      Mrs. Paula Long
      Department Chairperson
      Internship Coordinator
      Benton School District
      501-778-3288

______________________________________

We held a talent show, but it was really just a variety show.  We used the FBLA officers and advisors to decide which acts would be able to perform in the show.  We collected money at the door:  $5.00 for adults and $3.00 for students.  We had a very talented student draw the backdrop and one of our nurseries let us borrow some ferns for decoration.  The sound man was one of our maintenance men and he donated his time.  We raised around $200.00.  The main work was in decorating the stage.

_______________________________

Our high school FBLA sponsors a talent show for the student body.  Students interested in performing sign up and are required to complete an after-school audition in front of selected teachers who serve as judges.  This is mostly to ensure that what is performed in front of the student body is appropriate.  The talent show is held during the school day and is judged by selected community members.

_______________________________

1. decide if opening it up to all grades or just a few.  
2. where it will be held (need lots of room)
3. get approval from administration
4. decide what to charge for admission
5. are you giving prizes or is it just a “show” and not a competition
6. will the teachers be involved – (the kids love it when the teachers perform)
7. have a “mock” talent show to see how much time is needed, make sure costumes are appropriate, etc
8. listen to ALL music – make sure lyrics are appropriate.
9. make up schedule – try not to put 2 dances back to back, 2 keyboard recitals back to back, etc.
10. make sure you have electrical outlets, etc. that are needed for equipment.
11. pray
 
Talent shows go over extremely well at middle level.  Kids are more willing to be involved AND the crowd isn’t as harsh toward the performers. 
Hope this helps!
 
Teresa L Pruitt

______________________________

