Ideas from various teachers from the Arkansas Bus. Ed. Listserv:

Appreciation Ideas





By Sandy Blackwell

I know you are always looking for ideas for teacher appreciation, student appreciation, or any new ideas for any kind of appreciation.  These were given to me from a lady who works at a church camp and I thought I would share some of them with you.  Some I’ve heard of or used–some are new and I know I’ll use them at sometime.  I have four pages of them and am just picking out a few.  If anyone wants the complete list, e-mail me – blackws@bkps.wmsc.k12.ar.us and I will be glad to make a copy and send to you.  

-We would be in a CRUNCH without our teachers!

-You add such JOY to our school!  (Almond Joy)

-You have our MOUNDS of appreciation!

-You are a STAR teacher!!!! (Starbursts)

-Our CUP runneth over with great teachers!!!!!(Reese’s Butter Cups)

-ORANGE you glad you’re part of our team?  We are!!!! (Orange slices)

-We are BEARY glad you are a part of our team! (Gummy bears)

-There are no DUDS on our staff!!!!

-We wouldn’t take 100 GRAND for any of our teachers!!!!

-You are a WHOPPING good part of our staff!!!!

-TWIX me and you, our teachers are fantastic!!!!!

-Thanks for all your help.  You are the KAT’S meow!! (KitKat)

-Your help is better than a grand slam!! (Baby Ruth)

-You are an AMAZIN’ part of our team.  Thank you!!! (Amazin’ Fruit)

-Our teachers are the CREAM OF THE CROP!!!!!! (Oreo’s)

-When we think of great teachers, your names keeps POPPING up!!! 

-There would be a hole in our team without you!!! (Donut holes)

Our Principal took us out to eat at the local catfish house and she 
also purchased polo shirts with our schoo name and logo on them.  
Great surprise and very nice

We have given them an Apple with a toothpick holding a little flag --

 "We appreciate you"

We did a package of popcorn with 50 cents taped to it and told 
them to take a break on us.

Hi Angie, I have worked with the cafeteria and bought the teachers either 
breakfast or lunch.  I have also had their lunch catered:  Subway, barbeque, 
place like Fish Net or Nest, pizza.  This year I did mine early for a 
parent/teacher conference dinner and told them it was for appreciation.  I 
only do something once a year since feeding them is so expensive.

Another thought.  Everyone loves Sonic drinks.

Our CCE club gave each teacher a "goodie bag" at the beginnng of the year one year.  Each bag had things like white-out, pens, post-it pads, etc.  Very much appreciated

Take large pill bottles from a local pharmacy (they donated theirs) and fill them with M & M's.  Use stick-on-labels and make up a prescription saying:

"TEACHERS PILLS:  For relief of distress from swollen enrollments, budgetary headaches, excessive reports, and aggravated pupil discomforts.  To be taken before parent-teacher conferences, faculty meetings, report card day, an all deadlines.

Hope this helps.  Let me know how it went if you use it.

Purchased from a local pharmacist a larger prescription pill containers for each teacher and prescription labels (prepare your own labels if you wish) but key the following on the labels: 

Teacher Pills:  For relief in the distress of swollen enrollments, budgetary headaches, excessive reports, and aggravated pupil discomforts.  To be taken before parent-teacher conferences, faculty meetings, report card day, and all deadline s.  CAUTION administration finds this habit forming.  HAVE A GOOD DAY!!  FBLA  -- NO REFILLS 

My group does a Teacher's are "Soup"er day in January for our teacher appreciation day.  The kids make different soups, desserts, and bread.  Then the teachers and students eat lunch 
together in the library.  It goes over very well.

We have about 120 faculty members.  For the past two years, we have ordered a full sheet cake and I have FBLA members dress in business clothes and serve the faculty cake during our lunch time.  Each shift of 2 or 3 students serves about 10 minutes.  Th
ey answer questions and tell faculty about what we have been doing.  This is a good chance for interaction with faculty, and ends up being less expensive for us than candybars.  The cake is decorated with FBLA logo, etc.

Looking for suggestions for Teacher Appreciation Day.  Our FBLA gives =
> the teachers a little something during this time and we are out of new =
> ideas.
> 
> We've done the candy bar bit....extra "Payday", etc.=20

The ROTC has gone all out on this Teacher Apppreciation Day.
This moring they came around and brought breakfast to us.
Several just carried the food and they came to the room unannouced.
they had eggs, toast, jelly, little sausages and bacon,  paper plates, and plastic forks, and orange juice.

We've made magnets for the teachers.  We cut rulers or yardsticks into 4" pieces, painted a small wooden apple & glued it at one end, wrote the teacher's name on it, stuck a couple of magnets on the back & gave them out.  I use mine on my filing cabinet.

We make things in DTP such as notepads, business cards, mousepads, signs for their doors, etc.
We also get fruit trays and things like that and put them in the lounge and write a note on them.  Teachers love food. We have made mouse pads before. I will get out my notes and see if there is anything else.

$100 bills would be nice

Our kids gave out potted flowers to the teachers and added with a sticker---Teachers make students bloom.  Just little flowers that you bu y at Wal-Mart.

There a lot of good ideas for things for students to do during Teacher 
Appreciation Week at http://www.pta.org/programs/tchappwk.htm
Our FBLA had a manners day.  The members wore a white T-shirt and carried a marker.  Every time they did something nice for a teacher or "minded their manners", the teacher signed the T-shirt (on the back and sleeves only!).  The manners ranged from complimenting the teacher on dress, going to the office for them, etc.  The FBLA member with the most signatures worn a small prize.  Of course, we included the student body in this day, too.  Our FBLA members pretty much had to be pleasant to everyone that day.

For Teacher Appreciation Day, my FBLA kiddos go to each teachers classroom and serve the teacher breakfast - donuts, juice.  The problem is that the kids are out of class during this time.

