
The following are ideas that we use to add a little excitement to our desktop publishing class.  Students are assignment most of these projects on Friday and we finish up on Monday if necessary.  

1. Create gift tags for Christmas or birthdays using the business card template.

2. Use the CD cover template to let students create their own music group and name of the cd.  Print in color and display for others to see.

3. Make bookmarks and use laminating pockets to seal them permanently.

4. Make a refrigerator magnet using the business card template and the magnet backing you can buy at Wal-Mart.  Use quote books for students to put their favorite quote on their magnet.

5. Buy the sticker paper and let students create their own page of stickers.  Sticker paper can be bought at Wal-Mart and Office Depot among other places.

6. Make a collage of pictures taken using the digital camera and/or scanner.  Add clipart, laminate, and put a magnet strip on the back.  Students can hang in their lockers or take home.

7. Buy the 60 lb. weight paper and have students design note cards.  You can buy the envelopes in Quill or at Wal-Mart.  I usually give my students six envelopes each.

8. Make notepads by dividing your page into quarters.  After they are printed and cut, use rubber cement to glue together.  I use the thick 60 lb. weight paper for a backing.

9. Divide an 8 ½ x 11  sheet of paper in half and design personal stationery. Provide envelopes for the students.

10. Use the decal paper to design decals for windows, automobiles, etc.  This is a great way to teach the reverse printing.

11. Have each student bring a recipe and create a recipe book for Christmas, Mother’s Day or whatever.  There are lots of recipes on the Internet and you could come up with all kinds of ideas.

12. Let students decorate ½ sheet of poster board that depicts dtp techniques such as leading, serif fonts, sans serif fonts, bullets, cropping, etc.  This is a great way to decorate your room.  I grade them on layout and design as well as content of their poster board.

13. Using our co-op’s button maker, students design buttons of their own.  We have also designed buttons and sold them.
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