MMA:  Disk Storage Options



Name:

Frameworks: 2.7

There are lots of ways to store data from a computer.  The main thing one must know is how much data needs to be stored and how the data will be retrieved.

Let’s look at the main storage types.  Remember there are lots more ways but these are the most common to date.

Name of Storage Component:


Amount of Space:

3 ½” floppy disk (HD)


1.44 MB

CD ROM




650 MB

ZIP Disk




100 MB

DVD





4 GB

Refer to the table below to understand the units of measurement:

	Bit
	Byte
	Kilobyte
	Megabyte
	Gigabyte

	8
	1
	-
	-
	-

	8,192
	1,024
	1
	-
	-

	8,388,608
	1,048,576
	1,024
	1
	-

	8,589,934,592
	1,073,741,824
	1,048,576
	1,024
	1


A bit is the smallest unit of information understood by a computer.  A bit can take a value of 0 or 1.  A byte is made up of 8 bits which is large enough to contain a single character.

· Look at the file size below.  Can you put these in different units of measurement?
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· Example:  Kenny G. Winter Wonderland:   31,550 KB = 31 MB

