Cheating and Teens
By Lynn Sonto Lucia

Peeking over someone’ shoulder and copying that person’s work.  Getting another student to write a paper for you.  Downloading an essay off the Internet and passing it off as your own.  These are all examples of cheating.  Alyxe Ritchie, 14, has seen it all and is troubled by it.

“Cheating happens pretty regularly in my school,” says Alyxe, an eighth-grader at Boston Middle School in LaPorte, Indiana.  “I stay up late studying to pass tests.  I work for my good grades. So it bothers me when I see other kids cheat.”

There are many definitions of cheating, but the one that most accurately applies to the school environment is this one from Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary:  to violate rules dishonestly.

There’s plenty of cheating going on it schools in the United States.  A recent survey of more than 1,000 teens shows that cheating among teenagers is a huge problem.  Ninety-six percent of the respondents said that cheating was a problem in their school.  And while 98 percent of the students said a person didn’t need to cheat to succeed, 64 percent of the respondents admitted to cheating on a test.

According to the survey, students said they cheated because they needed to save time, they felt the problems, questi ons, or assignment were too hard, they were afraid of getting a poor grade or failing, and they weren’t prepared.  “ Some kids think they’re too cool to study, or that they know everything and don’t have to study,” says Alyxe.  “Then, when it comes to the test, they’re surprised and they try to cheat.”

Trying to please parents or attempting to help a friend are also reasons why kids cheat.”  “Laziness is a key reason for cheating,” says Brian McCormick, 16, of Amherst, New York.  Brian admitted that he has cheated.  He says that he was confused by the assignment, and a dislike for his teacher didn’t help matters.

Most teenagers would agree that copying answers for another student or bringing crib notes to a test is serious cheating.  But few young people would consider downloading an essay off the Internet to be cheating.  “The Internet has made cheating both easier and its boundaries more ambiguous,” says Don McCabe, a professor of management at Rutgers University and founder of the Center for Academic Inte grity at Duke University.  “Copying a few lines from an obscure Web site into one’s own term paper is not defined by many students as plagiarism,” McCabe told USA today.

But those students are wrong.  “It is easier than ever to plagiarize because information is so widespread,” says Adam Rohdie, assistant headmaster and upper-school director of the Pingry School in Martinsville, New Jersey.  “Kids really have to be diligent these days. If a student quotes a reference and doesn’t give credit, there are bound to be consequences.  A president of Hamilton College had to resign because part of a speech he gave came directly from an Amazon.com book review. ”

Educators stress that cheating doesn’t help.  You may get what you want or need in the short term, but sooner or later, you’ll get caught.  Plus, cheating keeps you from learning.  “The downside to cheating is massive, ” say Rohdie.  “Kids are in school to learn.  When they cheat, they are shortchanging their own learning.”

In education, results matter, but what’s really important is the process.  High school students who cheat carry their bad habits over to college, and even into their lives as adults.  Eventually, it hurts them.

While some schools take a low key approach to cheating, others enforce stricter policies that include punishments ranging from a harsh scolding to suspension from school.  But no matter where cheating ranks on a school’s list of concerns, administrators and teachers are enlisting the help of students to deal with the problem.

Student-driven initiatives, like penalties meted out by peers and assemblies with open discussions about right behavior, are sending a message to student cheaters.

As many reasons as there are for cheating, there are just as many for not cheating.  But the most important of all is:  integrity matters.
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Questions
1. According to the passage, which is not a reason given for cheating?

a. trying to please parents

b. getting higher scores on the ACT

c. saving time

d. not being prepared

2. Which of the following is stated in the passage as not being considered cheating by young people?

a. copying answers

b. downloading an essay off the Internet

c. bringing crib notes to a test

d. getting another student to write a paper for you

3.   Which of the following is not a negative consequence of cheating?

losing a job

forming bad habits

making a good grade

not learning as much as you could

4.  What percentage of people admit to cheating?

96%

98%

64%

44%

5.  According to the passage, what are some schools doing to deter cheaters?

calling parents
suspension

detention

all of the above

6.  What is the most important reason stated for not cheating?

higher grades

integrity

peer approval

bad habits

7.  According to this passage, Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary defines cheating as:

swindling or deception

to practice fraud

to gain advantage through deception

to violate rules dishonestly

